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Tandberg Data
Storagelibrary T40+

The T40+ shows tape has a lot to offer for data backup, as
this well-built library has massive expansion potential

As hard disk arrays increase in
popularity for data backup, so
tape autoloader and library
manufacturers need to make
tape-based backup more
appealing. Tandbers
Data's latest
Storagelibrary T40+
certainly hits the mark for
value, but also offers an
impressive storage
capacily with massive
expansion potential.

The 4U chassis can he
desk or rack-mounted. The base
configuration comes with the two lower
12-slot magazines licensed, and
Tandberg's COD (capacity of demand)
feature allows you to license the two

upper eight-slot magazines when needed,

The TaD+ supports up to two full-height
or four half-height tape drives, with LTO-
2, LT0-3 and LTO-4 options available.
Tandberg's Pass-Thru feature lets you
stack up to five libraries together as
a single unit, allowing backup storage
capacity to be increased to keep in step
with demand. The library includes an
integral barcode reader, and you can
choose from 5C5I, FC or SAS interfaces,
The library's operator panel provides

Low power consumption makes the T40+
a greener alternative to a hard dick array.

full access for configuration, and it can
also be used to view slot contents,
unload and load cartridges, and move
them around the magazines and drives.
Remote management is also provided,
and the T40+ offers one of the best weh
interfaces we've seen for a tape library.
It provides remote access (o the same
features as the operator panel, graphical
views of the library and its contents, and
error notification.

The magazines can be partitioned in
up to four separate virtual libraries,
where each requires at least one tape

drive and magazine. This function cant
configured from either the control pars
orweb interface, and the loader arm pl
designated |/E and cleaning slols are
shared by all partitions. The review
system also came with both hot-plug
power supplies included in the price,

For testing, we used a Boston
Supermicro dual 2GHz Xeon 5160 sens
running Windows Semver
2008 and called up the
A-Listed Symantec Backup
Exec 12 (web ID: 195450),

' as this is bundled with the
| library as standard. Full
. ' accesswas provided to the
drive and slots, allowing us
Lo run inventories, erase
tapes and move them around.
The quoted price includes an
IBM LTO-4 tape drive and you'll
need something special on the host
system to get close (o its 120MB/sec
transfer rate, We ran a full backup of
17GB of test data on the host server from
avolume on a single SATA hard disk, and
saw top average speeds of aboul
&5MB/sec. With HP's Ultrium 1840
(web ID: 120516) and Quantum's LTO-4
HH (web 1D: 213831) lape drives, we
could only achieve greater than
100MB/sec when backing up from
fibre-channel disk arrays.

The StorageLibrary T40+ puls in
a strong argument for tape-based
backup, as disk arrays can't hope to
compete with its price/capacity ratio.
And at no time during testing, using an
in-line power meter, did consumption go
above 45W, making the T40+ a far
greener allernative. DOVE MITCHELL
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